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Constitution

CONSTITUTION

Of

Fairfax Post No. 177, Department of Virginia

The American Legion, Inc.

Adopted in Regular Meeting

At

Town Hall, Fairfax, Virginia, November 12, 1945

And

As amended through October 13, 2010

PREAMBLE

ForGodandCountry,weassociateourselvestogetherforthefollowingpurposes:
 ToupholdanddefendtheConstitutionoftheUnitedStatesofAmerica;
 Tomaintainlawandorder;
 TofosterandperpetuateaonehundredpercentAmericanism;
 TopreservethememoriesandincidentsofourassociationsintheGreatWars;
 Toinculcateasenseofindividualobligationtothecommunity,StateandNation;
 Tocombattheautocracyofboththeclassesandthemasses;
 Tomakerightthemasterofmight;
 Topromotepeaceandgoodwillonearth;
 Tosafeguardandtransmittoposteritytheprinciplesof justice, freedomanddemocracy;
 Toconsecrateandsanctifyourcomradeshipbyourdevotiontomutualhelpfulness.
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CONSTITUTION

ARTICLE I

Name

ThenameofthisorganizationshallbeFAIRFAXPOSTNO.177,DEPARTMENTOF
VIRGINIA,THEAMERICAN LEGION, INC.,hereinafter referredto as "Post," "thePost,"and/or
"thisPost."

ARTICLE II

Objectives

TheobjectivesandpurposesofthisPostshallbetopromotetheprinciplesandpoliciesasset
forthintheforegoingpreambleandtheNationalConstitutionandBy-LawsoftheAmericanLegion,
hereinafterreferredtoasthe"NationalConstitution,"andtheConstitutionandBy-LawsforThe
AmericanLegionDepartmentofVirginia,Inc.,asamended,hereinafterreferredtoasthe"Department
Constitution." PrecedentorderwillbetheNationalConstitution,DepartmentConstitution,andthen
thisPostConstitution.

ARTICLE III

Nature

Constitution,ArticleIII,Section1. ThisPostisacivilianorganizationandmembershiptherein
doesnotincreaseordiminishliabilityformilitaryorpoliceservice.

Constitution,ArticleIII,Section2. Thisorganizationshallbeabsolutelynon-politicalandnon-
sectarianandshallnotbeusedforthedisseminationofpartisanprinciplesforthepromotionofthe
candidacyofanypersonseekingpublicofficeorpreferment. Nocandidatefornominationorelectionto,
ornoincumbentof;anyremunerativeelectivepublicofficeshallholdofficeinthisPostandthe
declarationofcandidacyforsuchpublicofficebyanyofficerofthisPostshallautomaticallyvacatehis
officeinthePostandsameshallbefilledasprovidedintheBy-Laws.

Constitution,ArticleIII,Section3. RankdoesnotexistinTheAmericanLegionandno
membershallbeaddressedbyhismilitaryornavaltitleinanymeetingofthePost.

ARTICLE IV

Membership

Constitution,ArticleIV,Section1. EligibilitytomembershipinthisPostshallbedeterminedby
theMembershipofthePost,consistentwiththeprovisionsoftheNationalConstitutionandthe
DepartmentConstitution.
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Constitution,ArticleIV,Section2. Applicationsformembershipshallbeinwritingundersuch
regulationsasmayfromtimetotimebeprescribedbythemembership.

Constitution,ArticleIV,Section3. Eligibility formembershipmustbeverifiedbytheFirstVice-
Commander,orinhisabsencetheCommander,byexaminationoftheapplicant’sDD-214"Reportof
TransferorDischarge”orsimilar officialdocumentationissuedbytheArmedForcesoftheUnited
States,andtoverifycompliancewithARTICLEIVSection1oftheNationalConstitution. Acopyof
thisdocumentationmustaccompanytheapplicationformembershiportransferofmembership.
ActivedutymilitarypersonnelmayfurnishacopyoftheirmilitaryidentificationcardinlieuofaDD-
214,howeverupondischargeorretirement,theymustprovideacopyoftheirDD-214forre-certification
andtoprovehonorabledischarge. ApplicantsformembershipinPost177maynotselfcertify
themselves. MemberstransferringintothePostaresubjecttocertificationrequirementsofthissection.

Constitution,ArticleIV,Section4. Allapplicationsformembershipshallbeacteduponatthe
nextRegularMembershipPostmeetingfollowingthemakingofsuchapplicationandshallatsuch
meetingbeaccepted,rejected,orreferredforfurtherinvestigationandconsideration. Ifthemajorityof
thememberspresentatsuchmeetingshallcasttheirvoteagainsttheacceptanceofanapplication,then
suchapplicationshallberecordedasrejected. Thepetitionoftherejectedapplicationshallnotbe
reconsidereduntilaftertheexpirationofsix(6)monthsfromthedateofthepreviousrejection.

Constitution,ArticleIV,Section5. AnymemberofthisPostmaybeexpelledforcauseand/or
restoredtomembership,andanyformermemberofanyotherpostmaybeadmittedtomembershipin
thisPostinaccordancewiththeproceduresandundertheprovisionsoftheNationalConstitution,
DepartmentConstitution,andPostConstitution.

Constitution,ArticleIV,Section6. VotingprivilegesonanyquestionbeforethePostshallbe
limitedtomembersingoodstanding. Amemberingoodstandingisonewhohasbeendulyaccepted
formembershipandwho,underArticleIV,section4oftheNationalConstitution,hasnotbeen
suspendedorwhohasnotforfeitedmembershipfornon-paymentofdues.

ARTICLE V

Officers

Constitution,ArticleV,Section1. TheadministrationofthisPostshallbeunderthesupervision
ofanExecutiveCommitteeonbehalfoftheMembers,whichshallconsistofthree(3)members-at-large
inadditiontoall,electedofficersaslistedinSection2ofthisArticle,andtheJuniorPastCommander.
AttheelectionfollowingtheadoptionofthisConstitution,thethree(3)members-at-largeofthe
ExecutiveCommitteewillbeelectedtofillonethree(3)yearterm,onetwo(2)yearterm,andoneone(l)
yearterm. Insubsequentyearsone(1)member-at-largeoftheExecutiveCommitteewillbeelectedtoa
three(3)yeartermtofill thevacancyofthememberwhosetermisexpiring.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section2. TheelectedofficersofthisPostshallbeaCommander,First
Vice-Commander,SecondVice-Commander,ThirdVice-Commander,Adjutant,FinanceOfficer,Judge
Advocate,ServiceOfficer,Chaplain,Historian,andSergeant-at-Arms. Allofficersshallbenominated
byaNominatingCommittee,andfromthefloorattheregularAprilmeetingeachyear,andelectedon
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thedayoftheregularMaymeetingeachyear. Nonominationforofficeshallbeenteredafterthe
regularAprilmeeting. Nomembershallsimultaneouslybeanomineeformorethanone(1)Executive
Committeeelectiveoffice. ImmediatefamilymembersoftheCommander,ViceCommanders,or
FinanceOfficershallnotbeemployeesofthePostorClub,excepttoassistinspecialeventsorfor
occasional functions. Full-timeemployeesofthePostClub(24hoursormoreofregularlyscheduled
paidworkperweek)cannotholdExecutiveCommitteeelectiveofficeatPost177. Dulyelectedofficers
shallbeinstalledintheirrespectiveofficespriortotheDepartmentConvention,butnotearlierthan
May15asprescribedintheDepartmentofVirginiaConstitutionandBy-Laws. Alldulyelectedofficers
musthaveonfileinthePostahard-copyofproofofeligibilityasdescribedinARTICLEIVSection3in
compliancewithStateCorporationLaw,ABCandGamingCodes,beforebeingeligibletobeinstalled
asanofficerofthePost.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section3. TheNominatingCommittee,consistingofaminimumof
three(3)members,shallbeappointedbytheCommanderandapprovedbytheExecutiveCommittee
duringthemonthofMarchofeachyear. OnlymemberswhohaveknowledgeofPostaffairsand
administrationshallbeselected,itbeingrecognizedthatthedutiesoftheNominatingCommitteeare
amongthemostimportantinthePost. Theprimarydutyofthiscommitteeistoidentify, certifyand
nominateaslateofcandidateswhoarefullyqualified,andfullyavailable fortheofficesofthePost
ExecutiveCommitteeandtheCorporateBoard,onbehalfoftheMembership. It isalsotheirdutyto
verifyorre-verifyallcandidates'Post177membershipeligibilityandqualifications. Wheremorethan
onecandidateisseekingaposition,itistheirdutytoidentitythebestqualified, fortheofficeonbehalfof
themembership.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section4. ThefollowingPostpositionsandchairmanshipsshallbe
appointedbytheCommanderandapprovedbytheExecutiveCommittee:AthleticOfficer;Children
andYouthOfficer; Assistant Adjutant; Chairmanof the Charitable ContributionsCommittee; and
Assistant FinanceOfficer. The following Postpositionsandchairmanshipsmaybe appointedbythe
CommanderandapprovedbytheExecutiveCommitteeasmaybedeemednecessary:Legislative
Chairman;OratoricalChairman;SonsoftheAmericanLegionChairman;Boy Scout Chairman;
Post ConstitutionandBy-Laws,PoliciesandProceduresChairman;BoysState Chair;and
individualeventchairmanships, suchas for the AnnualPicnic, the Independence Day Celebration
andFloat Construction, and entertainment and social events.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section5. Thethreeexecutivecommitteemen-at-largeshallalsobe
electedandshall takeofficeatthetimeaboveprovidedfortheelectiveofficersofthePost,andallofficers
andexecutivecommitteemen-at-largeshallholdofficeuntil theirsuccessorsaredulyinstalledoras
otherwiseprovidedherein.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section6. Anyofficerorexecutivecommitteemen-at-largemaybe
removedfromofficeforinefficiencybyatwo-thirdsvoteofthemembersvotingatanyregularPost
meeting,providedsuchactionisaswornstatementinwriting,onrecord,andhasbeenreadinthe
previousregularmembershipmeeting,andannouncedinthepreviousnewsletterorspecialmailingto
themembership.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section7.EverymemberingoodstandingofthisPostshallbeeligibleto
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holdExecutiveCommitteeofficeinthisPost,exceptasotherwiseprovidedherein.

Constitution,ArticleV,Section8.Thedutiesoftheofficersandtheexecutivecommitteemen-at-
largeshallbethoseusuallyappertainingtosuchofficesandasfurtherprovidedinthePostBy-Laws,
andwhicharefoundinsuchpublicationsasthePostOfficer’sGuides,theAdjutant’sManual,the
ServiceOfficer’sManual,theNationalConstitution,andtheDepartmentConstitution.

ARTICLE VI

Finance

Constitution,ArticleVI,Section1. TherevenueofthisPostshallbederivedfrommembership
orinitiationfees, fromannualmembershipdues,andfromsuchothersourcesasmaybeapprovedby
theExecutiveCommitteeorbythisPost.

Constitution,ArticleVI,Section2. Anychangeintheamountofsuchmembershiporinitiation
feesandtheamountofsuchannualduesshallbefixedbythisPostattheregularJanuarymeetingof
thePost.

Constitution,ArticleVI,Section3. ThePostshallpaytotheDepartmentalheadquartersthe
NationalandDepartmentalannualmembershipduesforeverymemberofthePost.

ARTICLE VII

Sons of the American Legion

ThePostmayestablishaSquadronoftheSonsofTheAmericanLegion(SAL)asspecifiedby
theNationalConstitutionandDepartmentConstitutions. EligibilityformembershipintheSALshall
beasfollows:allmaledescendents,adoptedsonsandstepsonsofmembersofTheAmericanLegion,
andsuchmaledescendantsofveteranswhodiedinserviceduringWorldWarI,WorldWarII,the
KoreanWar,theperiodoftheVietnamWar,andduringthedelimitingperiodsset forthinArticleIV,
Section1oftheNationalConstitutionofTheAmericanLegion,orwhodiedsubsequenttotheir
honorabledischargefromsuchservice,shallbeeligibleformembershipintheSonsofTheAmerican
Legion. Thereshallbenoformsorclassofmembershipexceptanactivemembership.

ARTICLE VIII

Charter Members

PeoplewhojoinedthisPostonorbeforeApril11,1945,shallbeknownaschartermembersof
FairfaxPostNo.177,DepartmentofVirginia,TheAmericanLegion,Inc.

ARTICLE IX

Amendments

Constitution,ArticleIX,Section1.ThisConstitutionisadoptedsubjecttotheprovisionsofthe
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NationalConstitutionofTheAmericanLegionandoftheDepartmentofVirginiaConstitution. Any
amendmentstosaidConstitutions,whichareinconflictwithanyprovisionherein,shallberegardedas
automaticallyrepealingormodifyingtheprovisionsofthisConstitutiontotheextentofsuchconflict.

Constitution,ArticleIX,Section2. ThisConstitution,andtheBy-Lawsadoptedpursuant
thereto,maybeamendedatanyregularPostmeetingbytwo-thirdsvoteofthemembersingood
standingofthePostattendingsuchregularmeetingprovidedthattheproposedamendmentshallhave
beensubmittedinwritingattheprecedingregularmembershipmeetingofthePost,andamendments
read. Andprovidedfurtherthatwrittennoticeoftheproposedamendment,whichmayincludetheuse-
ofthePostNewsletteroratimelydirectmailing,shallhavebeenmailedtoallmembersofthePostat
leastten(10)daysinadvanceofthedatewhensuchamendmentistobevotedupon,informingsaid
membersthatatsuchmeetingaproposaltoamendthisConstitutionand/orBy-Lawsistobevoted
upon.

ARTICLE X

Discipline of Members

DisciplineofaMemberwillbeconductedinaccordancewiththeCONSTITUTIONANDBY-
LAWSforTheAmericanLegion,DepartmentofVirginia,Inc.,BY-LAWS,ARTICLEIV,subject:
DISCIPLINE,subject:CHARGES,whichprovidesfordueprocess.

ARTICLE XI

The Corporation

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section1. Thetitletoall realandpersonalpropertyshallvestinthe
Postinitscorporatecapacity,andmanagementandcontrolthereofshallbevestedintheBoardof
DirectorsoftheIncorporatedPost,alsoknownasthe‘CorporateBoard’or ‘Board’. TheBoardwill
insurethatadequateinsuranceismaintainedonallPostproperties,andtaxesandfeespaid. The
BoardofDirectorswillconsistofseven(7)members-at-largetobeelectedattheregularelectionofPost
officersinMayl979asfollows:two(2)toserveforone(1)year,two(2)toservefortwo(2)years,and
three(3)toserveforthree(3)years. ThereafterDirectorswillbeelectedforatermofthree(3)yearsto
fillvacanciescausedbyexpiringterms,anelectionofDirectorswillbeheldeachyearatthetimeofthe
regularelectionforPostofficers. Anymemberingoodstanding,andwhosequalificationsfor
membershiphavebeenverifiedorre-verifiedbythenominatingcommittee,andwhoisadequately
availabletoserve,mayrunforthesepositions. Beginningwiththeadoptionofthisamendment,The
BoardofDirectorsoftheCorporationshallsetadatetomeetandelect fromtheseven(7)Directors,
BoardOfficersofaPresident,Secretary,andaTreasurer,eachofwhomshallserveinsuchcapacity
until theirtermexpires,thenhenceforth,eachyeartheBoardofDirectorsoftheCorporationshallseta
datetomeetandelect fromtheseven(7)Directors,unencumberedorvacatedofficesofaPresident,
Secretary,andaTreasurer.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section2. InadditiontotheBoardofDirectorsnamedabove,thePost
Commander, ifnotanelectedmemberoftheBoardofDirectors,willbeanex-officiomemberofthe
BoardofDirectorsduringhistermasPostCommander. HewillbeafullvotingmemberoftheBoardof
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Directors,howeverheshallnotbeeligible foroneoftheelectedBoardOfficerpositionsontheBoardof
Directors.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section3. TheCorporateBoardofDirectorsisresponsibletothe
Membership,throughmotionsoftheMembership,duringRegularMembershipMeetingsorproperly
announcedSpecialMembershipMeetingswhenaproperquorumispresent. TheCorporateBoard
doesnotreportto,nortakedirectionfromtheExecutiveCommittee. TheCorporateBoardwill comply
withapprovedlegalmotionsofthemembershipasdescribedinthefollowingSectionsofthisArticle, in
thetimeframeset forthbythemotions,throughwrittencorrespondencebetweentheCommanderor
Adjutant,signedbytheCommanderandAdjutant,asdirectedbytheMembership,astheresultof
RegularMembershipmeetingsorproperlyannouncedSpecialMembershipMeetings.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section4. TheCorporationshall receiveall rentfromPost177tenants
andkeeptoproperrecordsthereof,advisingtheMembershiporExecutiveCommitteeofthefinancial
statuswhencalledontodosobytheCommanderorExecutiveCommitteeornotlessthanonceevery
six(6)months. ThePresidentoftheCorporateBoard,orhisdesignee,willreporttheMembershipat
eachmonthlymeeting,recenttransactionsoftheCorporateBoard,thestatusofPostrealproperty,and
anyactionsthathavebeentaken,orwillbetaken,bytheCorporateBoardforthemaintenanceofPost
realorpersonalproperty. TheCorporationshallnotbeallowedtoexpendmorethanfivethousand
dollars($5,000.00)foranyonepurposeexceptforemergencyrepairs, routinemaintenance,scheduled
repairs,equipmentreplacement,Postpersonalpropertyreplacement, facilityupkeep,ortocomplywith
healthcode,safetyrequirementsor-zoningrequirements,topurchaseadequateinsuranceonPost
property,and/ortopaytaxesandfees,withoutthepriorapprovalofthePostMembershipasdescribed
inArticleXI,Section3,preceding.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section5. Acquisitions,sales,encumbrances,orproposalstoacquire
realpropertymaybeapprovedatanyregularPostmeetingbyatwo-thirdsvoteofthemembersingood
standingofthePostattendingsuchregularmeeting,andmayoccuronlyprovidedthattheproposed
actionshallhavebeensubmittedinwritingandreadattheregularmembershipmeetingimmediately
precedingthemeetingatwhichthevoteistaken;andprovidedfurtherthatwrittennoticeofthe
proposedaction,whichmayincludeuseofthePostNewsletterordirectmailing,shallhavebeenmailed
toallmembersofthePostatleastten(10)daysinadvanceofthedatewhensuchproposal istobevoted
upon,informingsaidmembersthatatsuchmeetingthatproposalistobevotedupon. Suchproposals
mustprovideadequateinformationformemberstodiscussandmakeinformeddecisions.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section6. IntheeventthePostsellsanyofitsrealproperty,the
proceedsfromsuchsaleshallbeplacedinaTrusttoinsurethatthecorpusofsaidTrustshallbekept
intact. ThesemoniesshallbeknownastheAmericanLegionPost177TrustFund. TheBoardof
DirectorsofsaidPostshallconservativelyinvestandreinvesttheTrustFundatthemaximumrateof
returnconsistentwiththesafetyofthecorpusoftheTrust,andinaccordancewiththelawsofthe
CommonwealthofVirginia.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section7. TheearningsfromCorporateBoardinvestmentswillbe
availabletothePostforprogramsandprojectsidentifiedbytheExecutiveCommitteeorMembership,
asaretheproceedsfromrentalsofPostrealproperty;howeverearningsfromCorporateBoard
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investmentswillnotbetreatedascash,unlesstheyarcseparatedfrom theinvestmentinstruments,
andplacedintotheCorporateCheckingAccount. Whenthecheckingaccount(s)reachesanamountin
excessofeightythousanddollars($80,000.00)intheCorporationbankaccount(s),allmoniesinexcessof
fiftythousanddollars($50,000.00)shallbetransferredandincludedintothecorpusoftheTrustFund
unlessthemoniesshallhavealreadybeendesignatedforaspecificprojectapprovedbythe
Membership,orbudgetedforexpendituresasidentifiedinSection4ofthisArticle.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section8. MoniesmayonlyberemovedfromthecorpusoftheTrust
Fundbyatwo-thirdsvoteofthemembersingoodstandingofthePostattendingsuchRegularPost
meeting;providedthattheproposedactionshallhavebeensubmittedinwritingandreadattheregular
Postmeetingimmediatelyprecedingthemeetingatwhichthevoteistaken;andprovidedfurtherthat
writtennoticeoftheproposedaction,whichmayincludetheuseofthePostNewsletterordirect
mailing,shallhavebeenmailedtoallmembersofthePostatleastten(10)daysinadvanceofthedate
whensuchactionistobevotedon. Thisnoticeistoinformthemembersthatataspecificmeetinga
specifiedsumistoberemovedfromthecorpusoftheTrustFundandforwhatpurposethatsumisto
beused.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section9. TheCorporateBoard,havingtitletoall realandpersonal
property ofthePost, isdirectlyresponsiblefortheupkeep,maintenanceandconfigurationofallPost
177realandpersonalproperty, includingitemsinSection4ofthisArticle,andtheconfiguration
thereof. ShoulditbenecessarytofundspecificitemswithCorporationcashaccountfunds,suchfunds
mustbeavailableinamannersoastonotjeopardizetheday-to-daybusinessoftheCorporation.
Shouldfundingorotherinitiativesconflict, theCorporateBoardPresidentwill sonotifythe
Commander.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section10. Vacanciesthatmayoccurpriortothecompletionofaterm
ofamemberoftheCorporateBoardofDirectorsmayonlybefilledforthedurationofthatterm,bya
voteofthemembershipduringaregularlyorspeciallyscheduledmeeting,afterhavingreceivednotice
ofannouncementintheprecedingregularmembershipmeeting,andbynominationbyanominating
committeeattestingtothequalificationsofthecandidate(s)duringthatprecedingmeeting. Unless
declareddetrimental,bythePresidentoftheCorporateBoardofDirectors,tothefunctioningofthe
CorporateBoard,anyvacancysoarisingafterJanuary1,thatwouldexpireinJuneofthatyear,willnot
befilledfortheremainderofthatyear. Suchelectionwill thenoccurduringthenormalMayelections,
subjecttonormalelectionprocesses.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section11. TheCorporateBoardwillmeetwithintwoweeksafterthe
annualelectioninMay,toreviewtherecordsofthepreviousyear,andattendtoanypendingbusiness
thatmayhaveoccurredastheresultoftheannualmembershipmeeting. Duringthismeetingthe
PresidentoftheCorporateBoardwillappointaBuildingsandGroundsChairman,withtheapprovalof
theCorporateBoard. TheCorporateBoardshall createfromamongitsmembersorthePost
Membership,aBuildingandGroundsCommittee,andselectorremoveaChairman. ThePresidentof
theCorporateBoardmaybethechairoftheBuildingsandGroundsCommittee,butthePost
Commandermaynot. Thecommitteeshall formulateandpresenttothemembershipanannual
capitalimprovementandmaintenancebudgetintheAugustRegularMembershipmeetingeachyear
forapproval. TheChairmanoftheBuildingsandGroundsCommitteewillprovideawrittenmonthly
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reportattheRegularMembershipMeetings,whichwillbecomeanattachmenttotheminutes.

Constitution,ArticleXI,Section12. TheCorporateBoardwillmeetatleastquarterlyand
preparetobriefthemembershipduringtheregularmembershipmeetinginAugust,November,
FebruaryandMayofeachyear. Areportofthebankaccounts, investments,realestateholdings,and
expenditureswillbetheminimumitemscovered.
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BY-LAWS

Of

FairfaxPostNo.177,DepartmentofVirginia

The AmericanLegion, Inc.

AdoptedinRegularMeeting

At

TownHall,Fairfax,Virginia,November12,1945

And

AsamendedthroughOctober13,2010

ARTICLEI

Name

ThePostexistingundertheseBy-LawsshallbeknownasFAIRFAXPOSTNO.177,
DEPARTMENTOFVIRGINIA,THEAMERICANLEGION,INC.,hereinafterreferredtoas"Post,"
"thePost,"and/or"thisPost".

ARTICLEII

Management

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section1. ThegovernmentandmanagementofthisPostisentrustedtoa
committeeoffifteen(15)memberstobeknownas"theExecutiveCommittee,"whoshallbecome
membersthereofinthemannerprovidedbytheConstitutionofhisPostandbytheseBy-Laws.

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section2. TheExecutiveCommitteeshall consistofthree(3)members-at-
large,electedofficersofthisPostaslistedinArticleVoftheConstitutionandtheJuniorPast
Commander.

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section3. Allelectionsofofficersandexecutivecommitteemen,exceptthe
JuniorPastCommander,shallbebyballotofmemberspresentandvotingandthecandidateor
candidatesreceivingthehighestnumberofvotesshallbeelectedtotherespectiveofficeorofficesfor
whichtheyarecandidates.

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section4. AllvacanciesexistingintheExecutiveCommittee, fromany
causeotherthanexpirationoftheterm,shallbefilledbyamajorityvoteoftheremainingmembersof
ExecutiveCommittee,andapersonsoelectedshallholdofficefortheunexpiredtermofthememberof
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theExecutiveCommitteewhohesucceeds. Avacancyshallexistwhenamemberisabsentfromhis
post foracontinuousperiodconsidereddetrimentaltotheinterestofthePostbytheExecutive
Committee,orcannotperformthedutiesofhisoffice.

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section5. Anexecutivecommitteemanwhoabsentshimself fromthree(3)
consecutivemeetingsoftheExecutiveCommittee,whethertheyberegularmeetingsheldonceamonth
orspecialmeetingscalledbythePostCommander,withoutgivinggoodandsufficientreasonsforsuch
absencesshall forfeithismembershipontheExecutiveCommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleII,Section6. MeetingsoftheExecutiveCommitteemaybeobservedbythe
membershipatlarge;exceptthatwhenthepresidingofficerrulesthecommitteeisgoingintoExecutive
Sessionallobserversshallberequestedtoremovethemselvesfromthemeeting. Allcommittee
meetingsmaybeobservedbythemembershipatlarge,anddates,timesandplacesofsuchmeetings
shouldbeplacedonthebulletinboardorannouncedduringRegularMembershipmeetingswhen
feasible.

ARTICLE III

Post Executive Committee

By-Laws,ArticleIII,Section1. TheExecutiveCommitteeshallmeetfororganizationandsuch
otherbusinessasmaycomebeforeitatthecallofthePostCommanderonthedateof,orwithinten(10)
daysaftertheinstallationofthenewofficers. Thereafter,theExecutiveCommitteeshallmeetatthe
calloftheCommanderatleastonceamonthonthefirstWednesdayofthemonth,orasoftenasthe
Commandermaydeemnecessary. TheCommandershallcallameetingoftheExecutiveCommittee
uponthejointwrittenrequestofthree(3)ormoremembersoftheExecutiveCommittee. Seven(7)
membersoftheExecutiveCommitteeshall constituteaquorumthereof.

By-Laws,ArticleIII,Section2. ThePostExecutiveCommitteeshallberesponsibleforthe
hiring(orfiring)ofaClubManagertoperformdutiesasstatedinhisorhercontract. Itshallauthorize
andapproveallexpendituresoftheClub,otherthannormaloperating, food,beveragesandsupplies,
oversevenhundreddollars($700.00),anditshallmanagetheaffairsofthePost. Itwillrequire
adequatebondsonallpersonshavingthecustodyofthePost funds, includingCorporateBoardofficers
andtheClubManager.

ARTICLE IV

Duties of Officers

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section1. DutiesofPostCommander:ItshallbethedutyofthePost
CommandertopresideatallmeetingsofthePostandoftheExecutiveCommitteeandtohavegeneral
supervisionoverthebusinessandaffairsofthePost,andsuchofficershallbethechiefexecutiveofthe
Post. Heshallappointallstandingandspecialcommittees,exceptasprovidedherein. Heshall,ex-
officio,beamemberofallcommitteesofthePost. Heshallmakeanannualreportcoveringthe
businessofthePost fortheyearthatshallbereadattheannual installationmeetingofthisPost. He
shallmake,orcausetobemadebytheAdjutant,thereportofrecommendationsoftheExecutive
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CommitteeatthenextregularmeetingofthisPost. HeshallbeEditor-in-ChiefofthePostNewsletter.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section2. DutiesoftheVice-Commanders:TheVice-Commanders,inthe
orderoftheirrank,shallassumeanddischargethedutiesofCommanderintheabsenceordisabilityof,
orwhencalleduponby,thePostCommander. Theyshallactuponallmattersreferredtothembythe
Postandshallperformsuchotherdutiesasareusuallyincidenttotheiroffices.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section3. DutiesoftheFirstVice-Commander:Inadditiontotheduties
outlinedinSection2above,heshallberesponsible forPostmembership. Thisincludes,butisnot
limitedto,theadministrationofandreportingonthePostMembershipAccountandensuringeligibility
formembershipisverified. Heshallberesponsiblefortheinspirationofpatriotismandgoodcitizenship
byarrangementsforproperobservancesofpatrioticoccasions,encouragementofpatrioticandcivic
phasesofinstructionsinschools,andactivitiesforcommunityandcivicbetterment.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section4.DutiesoftheSecondVice-Commander:Itadditiontotheduties
outlinedinSection2above,heshallberesponsible forgeneralediting,publishing,anddistributionof
thePostNewsletter.Also,heshallberesponsible forthegeneralareasofpublicityandpublicrelations,
whichincludesall releasestonewspapers,radio,andtelevisionoutletspublicizingPostactivities.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section5.DutiesoftheThirdVice-Commander:Inadditiontotheduties
outlinedinSection2above,heshallberesponsible forthegeneralareaofoversightoftheClubManager
andClubOperations. Thisshall includeactingasliaisonbetweentheClubManagerandtheExecutive
Committee;theadministrationofandreportingontheClubAccount;andpublicationof"HouseRules"
fortheClubafterreceivingapproval thereof fromtheExecutiveCommittee. TheClubManagershall
hireandfireemployeeswiththeapprovaloftheExecutiveCommittee;howevertheCommandermay
delegate,orrescind,thatapprovalresponsibilitytotheThirdViceCommander,withtheapprovalofthe
ExecutiveCommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section6.DutiesofthePostAdjutant:TheAdjutantshallhavechargeof
andkeepafullandcorrectrecordoftheproceedingsofallmeetings,keepsuchrecordsasthe
departmentalandnationalorganizationsmayrequire,renderreportsofmembershipannuallyorwhen
calleduponatameeting,underdirectionoftheCommanderhandleallcorrespondenceofthePost,and
performthosedutiesapplicabletoPost177asenumeratedinthePostAdjutant'sHandbook.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section7. DutiesofAssistantAdjutant:TheAssistantAdjutantshall
assisttheAdjutantinallaspectsofrecordkeepingandadministrativeactivitiesofthePostsothathe
shallbeabletoassumethedutiesoftheAdjutantwhenrequired.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section8.DutiesofthePostFinanceOfficer:TheFinanceOfficershallbe
responsible forallPostfinancesandshallactaschieffinancialagentofthePost. Heshallmanagethe
PostbankaccountsandshallreportmonthlytothePostonthefinancialconditionofthePost.
CorporateaccountswillbemanagedbytheCorporateBoardofDirectors,andwillbereportedand
auditedasdefinedelsewhereinthisdocument.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section9. DutiesofAssistantFinanceOfficer:TheAssistantFinance
Officershallassist theFinanceOfficerinthemaintenanceofallPostaccountssothatheshallbeableto
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assumethedutiesoftheFinanceOfficerwhenrequired.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section10. DutiesofthePostHistorian:ThePostHistorianshallbe
chargedwithindividualrecordsandincidentsofthePostandPostmembersandshallperformsuch
otherdutiesasmayproperlypertaintotheofficeasmaybedeterminedbythePostortheExecutive
Committee.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section11. DutiesofthePostChaplain:TheChaplainshallbecharged
withthespiritualwelfareofthePostcomradesandwillofferdivinebutnon-sectarianserviceinthe
eventofdedications, funerals,andpublic functions,etc.,andadheretosuchceremonialritualsasare
recommendedbythenationalordepartmentalheadquartersfromtimetotime.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section12. DutiesofthePostJudgeAdvocate:TheJudgeAdvocateshall
bethelegaladvisorofthePostCommander,thePost,andtheExecutiveCommitteeandshall interpret
thisPost'sConstitutionandBy-Laws,andrulesonsuchothermattersasmayberequiredofhimbythe
PostCommander,thePost,ortheExecutiveCommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section13. DutiesofPostServiceOfficer:TheServiceOfficershall render
servicetocomradesofWorldWarIandII,theKoreanWar,theVietnamEra,orotherperiodsof
eligibility fortheAmericanLegion,andtothosewhoperformedserviceatanytimeinthemilitaryforces,
includingtheMerchantMarineinWorldWarII,ortothosewhoperformedserviceatanyothertimein
thearmedforcesoftheUnitedStatesGovernment. Hewillprovidebasicveterans'benefitinformation
andbeawareoftheVAlawsandregulationsasoutlinedintheAmericanLegionPostServiceOfficer
Guide. Hewillassist inmattersofhospitalization, intheprosecutionofjustclaimsagainsttheUnited
StatesorStateGovernmentsfordisabilityanddeathcompensationsorpensions, inmatterspertaining
toinsuranceunderlegislationoftheCongressoftheUnitedStates,etc.Heshallalsoassistanddirect
thePostinservicetocommunitybycooperatingwithotherwelfareorganizations.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section14. DutiesofPostSergeant-at-ArmsandAssistantSergeant-at-
Arms:TheSergeant-at-Armsshallpreserveorderatallmeetingsandshallperformsuchotherduties
asmaybeassignedhimbythePostCommander. Heshallberesponsibleforarrangingandconducting
allpublicand/orprivateceremonial functions,dedications, funerals,Colorceremonies,etc., inwhichthis
Postmayparticipate. AnAssistantSergeant-at-Armsshallassisthimintheperformanceofhisduties.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section15. DutiesofthePostAthleticOfficer:TheAthleticOfficershallbe
responsible forthepromotionofphysicaldevelopmentandcleansportsbytheorganizationofPost
athleticteams,recreations,etc.,andheshall cooperateandsupportthegeneralrecreationalandathletic
programsofthecommunity.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section16. DutiesofthePostChildrenandYouthOfficer:TheChildren
andYouthOfficershallberesponsible forpromotingprogramsforthechildrenofPostmembersand
cooperatingwithotherestablishedyouthagenciesinthecommunity.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section17. Dutiesofthethree(3)at-largeExecutiveCommitteemen:They
shallberesponsibleforoverseeingtheaudit functionofPostfinancialrecords. Toaccomplishthis
function,theyshallorganizeasacommitteeandelectaChairmanfromtheirranks. Theyshall insure
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thatprofessionalassistanceisobtainedintheperformanceoftheirduties. TheExecutiveCommittee
shallapprovesuchprofessionalassistance. Auditsshallbeperformedatleastonceeachofficeryearof
allPostfinancialrecordsandaccounts,includingtheCorporation. Whenpossible,auditsshallbe
conductedbeforetheendoftheofficeryear.

By-Laws,ArticleIV,Section18. AllotherPostofficersshallperformsuchdutiesasareusually
assignedbythePost,theExecutiveCommittee,orthePostCommanderandwhichareusuallyincident
totheirrespectiveoffices.

ARTICLE V

Delegates

By-Laws,ArticleV,Section1. DelegatesandalternatestotheDepartmental,orNational
conventionsshallbeappointedbythePostCommanderandapprovedbytheExecutiveCommitteeor
bynominationandmajorityvoteduringaRegularMembershipmeeting. Onlymemberssodesignated
andapprovedmayrepresentthePostinanofficialorvoting,capacityandbeeligibleforpossible
reimbursementofpartialorfull travelexpenses.

By-Laws,ArticleV,Section2. TheExecutiveCommitteeshallelectdelegatesandalternatesto
thedistrictconvention.

By-Laws,ArticleV,Section3. DelegatestotheNationalConventionareelectedthrough
additionalrulesandprocessesdefinedintheDepartmentofVirginiaConstitutionandBy-Laws.

ARTICLE VI

Appointments and Special Recognitions

By-Laws,ArticleVI,Section1. StandingorspecialcommitteesmaybeappointedbythePost
CommanderandapprovedbytheExecutiveCommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleVI,Section2. All committeesshallperformthedutiesusuallyrequiredof
themandshallperformsuchadditionaldutiesasmaybeassignedthembythePostorthePost
Commander,butnocommitteeshallberequiredtoperformthedutiesbelongingtoanothercommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleVI,Section3. AnymemberingoodstandingofthisPostmaybeappointedto
serveononeormorecommittees.

By-LawsArticleVI,Section4. LegionnaireoftheYear. Attheannualelectionofofficersand
uponamajorityvoteofmemberspresent,anoutstandingmemberofPost177maybeelectedas
‘LegionnaireoftheYear’andshallretainthetitleforoneyearthereafter. Thenominationsfor
LegionnaireoftheYearmustbemadeinwritingbyproclamationatleastoneregularmeetingpriorto
theannualelectionofofficers,andafterfirstbeingpresentedtotheExecutiveCommitteeforapproval.

By-Laws,ArticleVI,Section5. LifeMember. AtanyregularmeetingofthePostandupona
majorityvoteofthememberspresent,anoutstandingmemberofPost177maybeelecteda ‘Life
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Member’ofPost177. ThenominationforLifeMembershipmustbemadeinwritingbyproclamation
atleastoneregularmeetingpriortotheregularmeetingwhentheelectionwillbeheld,andafterfirst
beingpresentedtotheExecutiveCommitteeforapproval. LifeMembersshallalsoreceiveaPaidUp
forLife (PUFL)membershipinTheAmericanLegionandaLifeMembershipGoldCard.

By-Laws,ArticleVI,Section6. FiftyYearsServiceAward. AmemberofPost177forthe
previous10yearsandwhohasaccumulated50yearsormoreofcontinuousserviceingoodstandingin
TheAmericanLegionshallbegivenaspecialtributeattheannualmeeting,shallbeawardedaPaid
UpForLife (PUFL)membershipinTheAmericanLegion,andshallreceiveaCertificateofRecognition
signedbytheCommander.

ARTICLE VII

Meetings

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section1. TheregularmeetingsofthisPostshallbeheldinFairfax,
Virginia,onthesecond(2nd)Wednesdayineachmonthat1900hours,unlessotherwisedesignatedby
theExecutiveCommittee, inwhicheventallmembersshallbedulynotifiedbytheAdjutantofthe
changethroughadirectmailingorthenewslettertobemailedatleastten(10)dayspriortothenew
meetingdate, iftimeallows,otherwise,meetingsordelaysinbeginningameetingcausedbyweather,
funeralservices,disasters,oremergencieswillbepostedontheannouncementboardinthesocial
quarters. Thereshallbetransactedatall regularmeetingsofthisPostsuchbusinessasmayproperly
bebroughtbeforeit foraction,andsuchmeetingsmaybeconvertedintoentertainmentmeetingsas
maybedeemedadvisablebytheExecutiveCommittee.

By-Laws,ArticleVIISection2. ThePostCommanderoramajorityoftheExecutive
CommitteeshallhavethepowertocallaspecialmeetingofthisPostatanytime.

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section3. Uponthewrittenrequestof fifteen(15)membersofthisPost,
theExecutiveCommitteeshall callaspecialmeetingofthisPost.

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section4. Aquorumfortheelectionofofficers(andotherpositionsthat
mustbefilledbyelection)attheannualmeetingofPost177shallbenotlessthan6%ofthemembersin
goodstanding. Thisquorumrequirementmayproperlybeachievedbyincludingmembersingood
standingwhocasttheirballotsatthePost177homebetween0730and1900onthedayoftheannual
(May)membershipmeeting,pursuanttoprocedurestobepromulgatedbythePostCommander. All
suchmemberscastingtheirballotsonthedayoftheannualmeeting,butpriortothecommencementof
theAnnualMeeting,shallbeconsideredpresentattheannualmeeting(inadditiontothoseactually
presentatthemeeting)forpurposesofachievingtherequired6%electionquorum. Iftherequired6%
electionquorumisachievedinpartbyincludingmemberswhovotedbeforetheannualmeetingis
commenced,noothergeneralbusinessmaybetransactedattheannualmeetingunlessaquorumof
2%ofmembersingoodstanding(asnormallyrequiredforregularmembershipmeetings)isphysically
presentatthatannualmeeting.

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section5. Aquorumof7%ofmembersingoodstandingisrequiredto
addressCorporateBoarditems,whichregardacquisition,salesorencumbrancesofrealproperty,orthe
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useof fundsresidinginthecorporatetrustfund.

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section6. Aquorumof2%ofmembersingoodstandingisrequiredto
conductotherregularmembershipmeetingswhereotherroutinebusinessisconducted,andcandidates
formembershiparevotedupon,ortorequestuseofCorporateCashfunds.

By-Laws,ArticleVII,Section7. TheannualmeetingoftheBoardofDirectorsofFairfaxPost
No.177,DepartmentofVirginia,TheAmericanLegion,Inc., shallbewithinsixty(60)daysafterthe
annualelectionofofficers. ThedateandtimeofthismeetingwillbeannouncedintheRegular
Membershipmeetingimmediatelyprecedingthismeeting.

ARTICLE VIII

Notices

By-Laws,ArticleVIII,Section1. Everymembershall furnishthePostAdjutanthisorher
addressformailingpurposes.

By-Laws,ArticleVIII,Section2. ByapprovalofthisrevisedConstitution,noticeisperpetually
providedthatelectionofofficersoftheExecutiveCommitteeandofficersoftheCorporateBoardshall
occurduringtheAnnualRegularMembershipMeetingeachMay. ThePostAdjutantshallalsocause
noticeoftheannualelectiontobegiveninthePostNewsletter,priorthereto,aswell.

ARTICLE IX

Rules of Order

AllproceedingsofthisPostandallmeetingsoftheExecutiveCommitteeshallbeconducted
underandpursuanttoRobert'sRulesofOrder,revised,exceptasotherwiseprovidedherein.

ARTICLE X

Limits of Liability

ThisPostshallnotincur,norcausetobeincurred,anyliabilityorobligationwhateverthatshall
besubjecttoliabilityonanyotherPostsubdivision,groupofmenorwomen,membersofTheAmerican
Legion,orotherindividuals, corporations,ororganizations.

ARTICLE XI

Effective Date

TheforegoingConstitutionandBy-Lawsadoptedpursuanttheretoshallbeeffective
immediatelyuponadoption,exceptastoofficerstheretoforeelectedandallactsofanynature
theretoforeconsummatedordulyauthorizedtobeaccomplished.



Constitution and By-Laws p.17 of 17
as amended 13 October 2010

By-Laws

TheforgoingaretheofficialConstitutionandBy-LawsofFairfaxPostNo.177,DepartmentofVirginia,
TheAmericanLegion,Inc.:

 as originally drafted in 1945 by the Constitution and By-Laws Committee consisting of
Charles Pickett, Karl O. Spiess, and Rufus G. Caldwell and as originally adopted by the
members present on November 12, 1945, Karl O. Spiess, Commander & M. P. Ackerson,
Adjutant;

 as amended on May 12, 1948, John Affleck, Commander & Maxwell H. Elliott, Adjutant;
 as amended on June 14, 1950, Lehman H. Young, Sr., Commander & Bernard R.

Mulladay, Assistant Adjutant;
 as amended on November 12, 1958, Eston W. Taylor, Commander & Ernest M. Rubright,

Adjutant;
 as amended on January 6, 1960, Fred Lachmund, Commander & Curtis Aasen, Adjutant;
 as amended on February 14, 1968, Edwin Williams, Commander & Richard A. Carr, Jr.,

Adjutant;
 as amended on May 14, 1969, Edwin Williams, Commander & Richard A. Carr, Jr.,

Adjutant;
 as amended on February 11, 1970, Richard A. Carr, Jr., Commander& Leonard V. Ulfig,

Adjutant;
 as amended on April, 1979, Harry A. Moore, Commander & Helen Kingree, Adjutant;
 as amended on April, 1983, N. Thomas Holster, Commander & Jerome AGabriel,

Adjutant;
 as amended on May, 1987, Jerome A. Gabriel, Commander & William J. Anderson,

Adjutant;
 as amended on September, 1987, Jerome A. Gabriel, Commander& William J. Anderson,

Adjutant;
 as amended on March 8, 1989, Louis C. Frank, Commander & William J. Anderson,

Adjutant;
 as amended on July 10, 1991, Louis C. Frank, Commander & William J. Anderson,

Adjutant;
 as amended on June 13, 2001, Anthony Osborne, Commander & Larry Lamborn,

Adjutant;
 as amended on May 12, 2004, Larry Lamborn, Commander & Anthony Osborne,

Adjutant;
 as amended on October 13, 2010, Robert L. Parli, Jr., Commander & Michael F. Kimlick,

Adjutant


